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INJECTOR DEVICE, METHOD, AND
COMPUTER PROGRAM PRODUCT FOR
DETECTING A VACUUM WITHIN A
SYRINGE

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The various embodiments of the present invention relate to
the field of injector devices adapted to be operably engaged
with a syringe device, to dispense therapeutic and/or diagnos-
tic agents to a subject. More particularly, the various embodi-
ments of the present invention provide an injector device and
method capable of preventing potentially hazardous piston
recoils, ingress of air and/or formation of vapor in syringe
devices by detecting the presence of a vacuum within the
syringe device and alerting a user accordingly.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Syringe devices, such as those adapted to be operably
engaged with conventional power injector devices, are
designed to provide metered amounts of a particular thera-
peutic and/or diagnostic compound to a patient via needle
and/or other conduit that may be operably engaged with a
distal end of the syringe device. Such syringe devices provide
a piston assembly that is movable between a distal end of the
syringe device and a proximal end of the syringe device.
Because the piston assembly is often engaged with an interior
sidewall of the syringe reservoir in a substantially air-tight
engagement (via one or more wiper seals, for example), the
retraction of the piston assembly (by a plunger actuated by the
power injector device, for example), towards the proximal
end of the syringe assembly may generate a substantial
vacuum within the syringe assembly. The generation of a
vacuum within a syringe assembly may be caused, for
example, when a distal aperture (and/or a conduit down-
stream of such a distal aperture) defined in the syringe device,
is partially or completely occluded (in some cases, by a closed
check valve disposed downstream of the distal end of the
syringe device).

For example, in some conventional injector devices, a dis-
posable syringe device may be operably engaged with the
injector device. The injector device may be capable of auto-
matically retracting the piston assembly to a “replace
syringe” position near a proximal end of the syringe device
such that the syringe device may be removable from the
injector device to facilitate disposal and/or replacement of the
disposable syringe device. In some such conventional injector
devices, the movement of the piston assembly to the “replace
syringe” position causes a plunger of the injector device to
disengage from the piston assembly when the piston assem-
bly reaches the proximal end of the syringe assembly. Thus, if
a substantial vacuum has been created in the syringe device,
the force of the vacuum may rapidly (and sometimes vio-
lently) draw the piston assembly towards the distal end of the
syringe assembly when the power injector device disengages
the piston assembly. The resulting “piston slap” may, in turn,
be violent enough to crack and/or shatter a portion of the
syringe device. Furthermore, the generation of a negative
pressure within the syringe may also be indicative of a retrac-
tion of the piston assembly which may, in some cases, cause
air to be drawn into the syringe or vapor to form from any
liquid content in the syringe. The resulting air bubbles may be
hazardous if injected into the bloodstream of a patient via the
distal aperture of the syringe. Furthermore, some injector
devices may be capable of being operably engaged with mul-
tiple syringe devices that may be in fluid communication via
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a manifold (or a plurality of check valves) leading to a central
line leading to a patient. Thus, the generation of a negative
pressure in one or more of the syringe devices may be indica-
tive of a commingling of fluids introduced via the syringes.
Such commingling may cause cross-contamination and/or
compromise the sterility of some reusable components of an
injector system. Therefore, for at least the reasons cited
herein, it may be technically advantageous to detect a selected
level of negative pressure within one or more syringe devices
and alert a user of the injector device if and when such a
negative pressure is detected.

Some conventional power injector devices include moni-
toring systems in communication with a controller that drives
the plunger assembly for detecting a positive pressure in the
syringe during an extension cycle (so as to be capable of
delivering a dose of a particular therapeutic and/or diagnostic
compound to a patient at a substantially constant flow rate).
Furthermore, such conventional systems are configured for
monitoring the electrical current in an injector device during
the forward or “extension” movement and providing feed-
back to a control circuit in order to ensure that the dispensing
flow rate is relatively constant over the length of the dispens-
ing stroke. However, such conventional systems are not
capable of detecting the presence of a selected negative pres-
sure that may be produced during a retraction cycle. Further-
more, such conventional systems are unsuitable for detecting
a characteristic a pressure build-up on the “retract” side of a
hydraulic actuator (that may be used, for example, in a mag-
netic resonance imaging (MRI) suite in lieu of an electrically-
powered injector), that may be indicative of a negative pres-
sure within a syringe. Thus, conventional injector devices
may be incapable of detecting and/or preventing an imminent
“piston slap” incident during a retraction cycle in both elec-
trically-powered and hydraulically-powered injector devices.
Furthermore, such conventional power injector devices do
not include controller logic that may allow for the automatic
shutdown of the injector device in cases where a selected
negative pressure is detected in a syringe during a retract
cycle.

Thus, there exists a need in the art for an injector device that
is capable of detecting and quantifying a negative pressure (or
vacuum) generated in a conventional syringe device when a
distal end of the syringe device is occluded during retraction
of'the piston assembly within the syringe. There further exists
aneed in the art for an injector device, method, and computer
program product that is capable of correlating at least one of
an electrical current drawn by an electrically-powered actua-
tor and a hydraulic pressure within a hydraulically-powered
actuator, to a negative pressure produced in a syringe during
a retraction cycle of the injector device. There further exists a
need in the art for an injector device capable of automatically
shutting down in response to a detected negative pressure
and/or alerting a user of a detected negative pressure pro-
duced within a syringe during a retraction cycle. Finally, there
exists a need in the art for an injector system that allows for a
user to specify a selected negative pressure which, when
detected, triggers an automatic shutdown of the injector
device and/or the generation of an alert signal that may be
perceptible to a user of the device.

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The needs outlined above and others are met by the present
invention which, in various embodiments, provides various
injector device, method, and computer program product
embodiments that overcome many of the technical problems
discussed above. Specifically, in one embodiment, the injec-
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tor device is adapted to be operably engaged with a syringe
device comprising a reservoir including a dispensing distal
end defining a dispensing aperture and a proximal end defin-
ing a proximal aperture. The syringe device may further com-
prise a piston member movably disposed in the reservoir and
configured to be movable between the distal end and the
proximal end. Furthermore, the piston member may be in
movable sealing engagement with a reservoir sidewall. In one
embodiment, the injector system comprises an actuator
device configured to be selectively operably engaged with the
piston member for extending the piston member toward the
distal end and retracting the piston member toward the proxi-
mal end. Furthermore, the injector device may further com-
prise a controller device in communication with the actuator
device. The controller device may be configured to detect an
output generated by the actuator device when retracting the
piston member, wherein the output is associated with a pres-
sure within the reservoir. The controller device may be further
configured to determine, via the detected output, when the
pressure comprises a selected negative pressure. Further-
more, the controller device may be configured to provide
indicia of the selected negative pressure to a uset, or a signal
of the selected negative pressure to the actuator device, in
response to the determined selected negative pressure. In
some embodiments, the controller device may be further con-
figured to convert the output into a pressure value comparable
to the selected negative pressure.

In one embodiment, the actuator device may comprise an
electric motor operably engaged with a movable plunger head
configured to be selectively operably engaged with the piston
member for extending the piston member toward the distal
end and retracting the piston member toward the proximal
end. According to such embodiments, the output of the actua-
tor device may comprise an electrical current drawn by the
actuator device when retracting the piston member. In such
embodiments, the controller device may comprise an electri-
cal sensor configured to determine when the pressure com-
prises the selected negative pressure based at least in part on
the electrical current drawn by the actuator device when
retracting the piston member.

In another embodiment, the actuator device may comprise
a hydraulic servo system comprising a hydraulic actuator for
extending the piston member toward the distal end and
retracting the piston member toward the proximal end.
According to such embodiments, the output of the actuator
device may comprise a hydraulic pressure within the hydrau-
lic actuator when retracting the piston member. Furthermore,
in such embodiments, the controller device may comprise a
pressure transducer device configured to determine when the
pressure comprises the selected negative pressure based at
least in part on the hydraulic pressure within the hydraulic
actuator when retracting the piston member.

According to some embodiments, the injector system may
further comprise a user interface in communication with the
controller device. According to such embodiments, the con-
troller device may be configured to provide indicia of the
selected negative pressure to a user via the user interface in
the form of a perceptible output transmitted via the user
interface. For example, in one embodiment, the user interface
may comprise a speaker and the perceptible output may com-
prise an audible alarm. In other embodiments, the user inter-
face may comprise a display and the perceptible output may
comprise a visible indicia shown on the display. According to
some such embodiments, the visible indicia may comprise a
prompt to clear an obstruction in a conduit in fluid commu-
nication with, and disposed distally from, the dispensing
aperture of the syringe device. In such embodiments, the
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prompt may include, but is not limited to text instructions and
apictogram. Some injector system embodiments may further
comprise a user interface configured to receive a threshold
value corresponding to the selected negative pressure such
that auser may specify the selected negative pressure at which
the controller device provides the indicia of the selected nega-
tive pressure to a user, or at which the controller device
provides a signal of the selected negative pressure to the
actuator device. In some embodiments, the actuator device
may be configured to automatically cease extending the pis-
ton member toward the distal end or retracting the piston
member toward the proximal end in response to the signal
provided by the controller device.

Methods and corresponding computer program product
embodiments are also provided for detecting a substantially
negative pressure in a syringe device. As described herein,
such syringe devices may comprise a reservoir including a
dispensing distal end defining a dispensing aperture and a
proximal end defining a proximal aperture. Furthermore, the
syringe device may further comprise a piston member mov-
ably disposed in the reservoir and configured to be movable
between the distal end and the proximal end, wherein the
piston member is in movable sealing engagement with a
reservoir sidewall. Some method and/or computer program
product embodiments comprise steps for moving the piston
member using an actuator device configured to be selectively
operably engaged with the piston member for extending the
piston member toward the distal end and retracting the piston
member toward the proximal end, and detecting an output
generated by the actuator device when retracting the movable
plunger head. As described herein, the detected output may be
associated with a pressure within the reservoir. Various
method and/or computer program product embodiments may
further comprise steps for determining, via the detected out-
put, when the pressure comprises a selected negative pres-
sure, and providing an indicia of the determined selected
negative pressure to a user or a signal thereof to the actuator
device.

Some method and/or computer program product embodi-
ments may allow for a user-defined selected negative pres-
sure. For example, such embodiments may further comprise a
step for comprising receiving a threshold value correspond-
ing to the selected negative pressure. In some method and/or
computer program product embodiments, the method may
comprise a step for converting the output into a pressure value
that is substantially comparable to the selected negative pres-
sure. Furthermore, according to some embodiments, the
method and/or computer program product may further com-
prise ceasing extension of the piston member toward the
distal end and/or ceasing retraction of the piston member
toward the proximal end in response to the signal provided in
the providing step.

As described herein, the actuator device may comprise an
electric motor operably engaged with a movable plunger head
configured to be selectively operably engaged with the piston
member for extending the piston member toward the distal
end and retracting the piston member toward the proximal
end. In such embodiments, the output of the actuator device
may comprise an electrical current drawn by the actuator
device when retracting the piston member. According to such
embodiments, the determining step may further comprise
determining when the pressure comprises the selected nega-
tive pressure based at least in part on the electrical current
drawn by the actuator device when retracting the piston mem-
ber.

In other embodiments, the actuator device may comprise a
hydraulic servo system comprising a hydraulic actuator for



US 9,333,293 B2

5

extending the piston member toward the distal end and
retracting the piston member toward the proximal end. In
such embodiments, the output of the actuator device may
comprise a hydraulic pressure within the hydraulic actuator
when retracting the piston member. Furthermore, according
to some such embodiments, the determining step may further
comprise determining when the pressure comprises the
selected negative pressure based at least in part on the hydrau-
lic pressure within the hydraulic actuator when retracting the
piston member.

In some method and/or computer program product
embodiments, the providing step may further comprise pro-
viding an indicia comprising a perceptible output transmitted
via a user interface. In such embodiments, the perceptible
output may include, but is not limited to an audible alarm and
a visible indicia. Furthermore, in some method and/or com-
puter program embodiments, the providing step may further
comprise providing an indicia comprising a prompt to clear
an obstruction in a conduit in fluid communication with and
disposed distally from the dispensing aperture. Such a prompt
may include, but is not limited to text instructions and a
pictogram.

Thus, the various embodiments of the present invention
provide many advantages that may include, but are not lim-
ited to: advising a user of the injector device when a poten-
tially hazardous vacuum condition is produced in a syringe
device operably engaged with the injector device; providing
for the automatic shut-off of the injector device when a nega-
tive pressure within the syringe indicates that a distal dispens-
ing end of the syringe is occluded; preventing unchecked
and/or inadvertent retraction of a plunger device that may
allow for cross-contamination of multiple-syringe injector
devices; preventing inadvertent production of potentially
embolic air or vapor bubbles in a syringe device; and provid-
ing a prompt to a user of an injector device to remove occlu-
sions located distally from the syringe device so as to reduce
the chance of producing a potentially-hazardous vacuum con-
dition within the syringe.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE SEVERAL
VIEWS OF THE DRAWING(S)

Having thus described the invention in general terms, ref-
erence will now be made to the accompanying drawings,
which are not necessarily drawn to scale, and wherein:

FIG. 1a is a non-limiting schematic of an injector system,
according to one embodiment of the present invention,
wherein the actuator device comprises an electric motor oper-
ably engaged with a movable plunger head configured to be
selectively operably engaged with the piston member of a
syringe device;

FIG. 154 is a non-limiting schematic plot of current versus
retraction distance generated by a controller device, accord-
ing to one embodiment of the injector system of the present
invention;

FIG. 2a is a non-limiting schematic of an injector system,
according to one embodiment of the present invention,
wherein the actuator device comprises a hydraulic servo sys-
tem comprising a hydraulic actuator for extending and
retracting the piston member of a syringe device;

FIG. 254 is a non-limiting schematic plot of hydraulic pres-
sure versus retraction distance generated by a controller
device, according to one embodiment of the injector system
of the present invention;

FIG. 3a is a non-limiting schematic plot of pressure (P) in
a syringe device versus current (I) drawn by an actuator
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device comprising an electric motor, according to one
embodiment of the injector system of the present invention;

FIG. 34 is a non-limiting schematic plot of pressure (P) in
a syringe device versus hydraulic pressure (P,;) in an actuator
device comprising a hydraulic actuator, according to one
embodiment of the injector system of the present invention;

FIG. 4 is a non-limiting schematic of an injector system,
according to one embodiment of the present invention, com-
prising a user interface in communication with the controller
device;

FIG. 5 is a non-limiting flow chart schematic of a method
for detecting a substantially negative pressure in a syringe
device, according to one embodiment of the present inven-
tion;

FIG. 6 is a non-limiting flow chart schematic of a method
for detecting a substantially negative pressure in a syringe
device, according to one embodiment of the present invention
including a step for converting an output into a pressure value
comparable to a selected negative pressure;

FIG. 7 is a non-limiting flow chart schematic of a method
for detecting a substantially negative pressure in a syringe
device, according to one embodiment of the present invention
including a step for ceasing extension and/or retraction of a
piston member in response to a provided signal; and

FIG. 8 is a non-limiting flow chart schematic of a method
for detecting a substantially negative pressure in a syringe
device, according to one embodiment of the present invention
including a step for receiving a threshold value corresponding
to a selected negative pressure within a syringe device.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF VARIOUS
EMBODIMENTS OF THE INVENTION

The present inventions now will be described more fully
hereinafter with reference to the accompanying drawings, in
which some, but not all embodiments of the inventions are
shown. Indeed, these inventions may be embodied in many
different forms and should not be construed as limited to the
embodiments set forth herein; rather, these embodiments are
provided so that this disclosure will satisfy applicable legal
requirements. Like numbers refer to like elements through-
out.

While the injector system 1 embodiments discussed herein
and shown generally in FIGS. 1a, 2a, and 4 are discussed in
the context of a single actuator device 110 (and a correspond-
ing single syringe device 1 operably engaged therewith), it
should be understood that various embodiments of the present
invention may provide a controller device 120 (and/or mul-
tiple controller devices 120 in communication with one
another, for example) that may be configured to be capable of
monitoring the outputs (current I and hydraulic pressure P,
within an actuator device 110, for example) of multiple actua-
tor devices 110. Thus, the various system, method, and com-
puter program product embodiments herein may be used to
detect selected negative pressures within syringe devices 1
that may be indicative of movement (in the retraction direc-
tion 5, for example) of one or more piston members 20 in a
plurality of syringe devices 1. Thus, various embodiments
described herein may be used to detect retraction in one or
more of the plurality of syringe devices 1 that may lead to
cross-contamination in injector systems having multiple
syringe devices 1 operably engaged therewith (via a central
manifold, for example).

FIGS. 1a and 2a show an injector system 10 according to
one embodiment of the present invention wherein the injector
system 10 is adapted to be operably engaged with a syringe
device 1 comprising a reservoir including a dispensing distal
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end 12 defining a dispensing aperture 13 and a proximal end
14 defining a proximal aperture 15. The syringe device 1 may
further comprise a piston member 20 movably disposed in the
reservoir and configured to be movable between the distal end
12 and the proximal end 14 of the syringe device 1 (i.e. to
some point along the distance D defined between the proxi-
mal end 14 and the dispensing distal end 12 of the syringe
device 1). The piston member 20 may be in movable sealing
engagement with a reservoir sidewall of the syringe device 1
such that a substantially fluid-tight seal is present between the
piston member 20 and a sidewall of the syringe device 1. As
described further herein, the injector system 10 may be
adapted to be operably engaged with a variety of different
types of syringe devices including, but not limited to a syringe
device defining a vent for relieving a vacuum in the syringe
device 1, such as that disclosed generally in U.S. patent appli-
cation Ser. No. 11/539,805, entitled Syringe Device and
Injector System including a Vent for Relieving a Vacuum
within a Syringe, which is hereby incorporated by reference
herein in its entirety.

In one embodiment, as shown generally in FIG. 1a, the
injector system 10 may comprise an actuator device 110
configured to be selectively operably engaged with the piston
member 20 for extending the piston member 20 toward the
distal end 12 of the syringe device 1 and retracting the piston
member 20 toward the proximal end 14 of the syringe device
1. The injector system 10 may further comprise a controller
device 120 in communication with the actuator device 110,
wherein the controller device 120 is configured to detect an
output generated by the actuator device 110 when retracting
the piston member 20. The output may be associated with a
pressure P within the reservoir of the syringe device 1. For
example, as described further herein with respect to FIGS. 3a
and 34, the output (such as a current | drawn by an actuator
device 110 comprising an electric motor 111 (see FIG. 1)
and/or a hydraulic pressure P, within an actuator device 110
comprising a hydraulic actuator 119 (see FIG. 2) may be
linearly related to a pressure P within the reservoir of the
syringe device 1.

According to some embodiments, the controller device 120
may be further configured to determine, via the detected
output (including but not limited to an electrical current I
and/or a hydraulic pressure P, within an actuator device 110
comprising a hydraulic actuator 119), when the pressure P
comprises a selected negative pressure and to provide an
indicia thereofto a user (via a user interface 130, for example,
as shown in FIG. 4) or a signal thereof to the actuator device
110, in response to the determined selected negative pressure.
In some embodiments, the controller device 120 may be
further configured to be capable of converting the output
(including but not limited to an electrical current I and/or a
hydraulic pressure P, within an actuator device 110 compris-
ing a hydraulic actuator 119) into a pressure value P compa-
rable to the selected negative pressure (see, for example, the
hydraulic pressure P, threshold values 103, 104 illustrated in
FIG. 2b). As described further herein, some injector system
10 embodiments may further comprise a user interface 130
(see FIG. 4, for example) configured to receive a threshold
value (see, for example threshold current I values 101, 102
and threshold hydraulic pressure P, values 103, 104 plotted
against a distance D in FIGS. 15 and 2b) corresponding to the
selected negative pressure (via the relationships shown gen-
erally in FIGS. 3a and 354, for example). As shown generally
in FIGS. 15 and 25, the controller device 120 may be config-
ured to be capable of plotting the output during an extension
and/or retraction cycle (i.e. when moving the piston member
20 in the retraction direction 5) versus a distance D along a
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length of the syringe device 1. The characteristic plots of the
outputs (see FIGS. 15 and 25, which may include, but are not
limited to an electrical current I and/or a hydraulic pressure
P;, within an actuator device 110 comprising a hydraulic
actuator 119) may be converted (by the controller device 120,
for example) into corresponding plots of the pressure P in the
syringe device 1 (which may correspond, for example, to a
selected negative pressure generally indicative of a vacuum
condition produced within the syringe device 1 during a
retraction cycle).

For example, in some embodiments, the controller device
120 may comprise a computer device 125 (including a
memory device, for example) capable of converting the out-
put into a pressure value P using the relationships shown
schematically in FIGS. 3a and 354. While the relationships
between the outputs (I and P,,, for example) and the pressure
P within the syringe device 1 are shown in FIGS. 3a and 35 are
generally linear such that a given output may be converted to
a corresponding pressure P using a single slope factor, it
should be understood that the controller 120 (and/or a com-
puter device 125 thereof) may be further configured to be
capable of storing output relationships to the syringe device 1
pressure P that may include, but are not limited to a variety of
linear and non-linear mathematical functions such that the
controller 120 may be capable of converting the output into
the pressure P. As shown in FIGS. 15 and 25 the controller
device 120 may comprise a computer device 125 configured
to be capable of generating one or more output thresholds
101, 102, 103, 104 that may correspond to the selected nega-
tive pressure (via the linear relationships shown in FIGS. 3a
and 35, for example).

In some embodiments the output may comprise an electri-
cal current [ drawn by the actuator device 110 when retracting
the piston member 20. As shown in FIG. 1a, the actuator
device 110 may comprise an electric motor 111 operably
engaged with a movable plunger head 115 configured to be
selectively operably engaged with the piston member 20 for
extending the piston member 20 toward the distal end 12 of
the syringe device 1 and retracting the piston member 20
toward the proximal end 14 of the syringe device 1. The
electric motor 110 may be operably engaged with the mov-
able plunger head 115 via one or more drive elements that
may include, but are not limited to: a drive belt 112; a gear set
113; and a jack screw 114 (which may be configured to
convert the rotary movement of the electric motor 110 into the
substantially linear motion of the moveable plunger head
115.) The electric motor 111 may comprise an induction
device and/or stepper motor in communication with a linear
circuit 121 that may serve as a component of the controller
device 120 described further herein.

According to some such embodiments, the output of the
actuator device 110 may comprise an electrical current |
drawn by the actuator device 110 when retracting the piston
member 20 (i.e. when moving the piston member 20 in the
retraction direction 5). Furthermore, and as shown in FIG. 1,
the system 10 may comprise a controller device 120 compris-
ing an electrical sensor 122 (such as an analog/digital con-
verter, for example) configured to determine when the pres-
sure P comprises the selected negative pressure based at least
in part on the electrical current I drawn by the actuator device
110 when retracting the piston member 20. As shown in FIG.
1a, the electrical sensor 122 may be operably engaged with a
linear circuit 121 in a substantially parallel relationship with
aresistance element R having a selected resistance value. The
electrical sensor 122 may be configured to be capable of
determining (based at least in part on the voltage drop across
the resistance element R and the selected resistance value
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thereof) the current I drawn by the actuator device 110 when
moving the piston member 20 in the retraction direction 5. As
shown in FIG. 15, the selected negative pressure may be
converted automatically (by the computer device 125 of the
controller device 120, for example) into a corresponding cur-
rent threshold 102 such that the controller device 120 may be
capable of providing an indicia of the determined selected
negative pressure to a user (via a user interface 130 (see FIG.
4) and/or providing a signal thereofto the actuator device 110.
As described further herein, the actuator device 110 may be
responsive to the signal and may be configured to be capable
of ceasing extension of the piston member 20 and/or retrac-
tion of the piston member 20 in the retraction direction 5 in
response to the signal.

In other system 10 embodiments, as shown generally in
FIG. 2a, the output may comprise a hydraulic pressure P,
within the actuator device 110 (comprising a hydraulic actua-
tor 119, for example) when retracting the piston member 20.
For example, in such embodiments, the actuator device 110
may comprise a hydraulic servo system comprising a hydrau-
lic actuator 119 for extending the piston member 20 toward
the distal end 12 of the syringe device 1 and retracting the
piston member 20 toward the proximal end 14 of the syringe
device 1. According to some such embodiments, the hydrau-
lic actuator 119 may comprise a hydraulic cylinder defining
an extension chamber 1194 and a retraction chamber 119¢.
The hydraulic actuator 119 may further define one or more
fluid apertures 1194, 1195 in communication with a source of
hydraulic fluid (such as a hydraulic fluid sump or reservoir
(not shown) in fluid communication with a pump device 116
for conveying the hydraulic fluid to and from the chambers
119¢, 1194 of the hydraulic actuator 119. As shown in FIG.
2a, the pump device 116 may be in fluid communication with
an outlet tube comprising a valve device 116a for directing a
flow of hydraulic fluid to at least one of the fluid apertures
119a, 1195 so as to fill at least one of the extension chamber
119d and the retraction chamber 119¢ with hydraulic fluid so
as to move the movable plunger head 115 in at least one of the
extension direction and the retraction direction 5.

According to some such embodiments, the output of the
actuator device 110 may comprise a hydraulic pressure P,
within the hydraulic actuator 119 when retracting the piston
member 20 (i.e. moving the piston member 20 in the retrac-
tion direction 5 via the movement of the movable plunger
head 115, for example). According to such embodiments, the
controller device 120 may comprise a pressure transducer
device 118 (see also element 117, denoting a pressure trans-
ducer device in communication with the extension chamber
119d of the hydraulic actuator 119) configured to determine
when the pressure P comprises the selected negative pressure
based at least in part on the hydraulic pressure P, within the
hydraulic actuator 119 (and more particularly, in the retrac-
tion chamber 119¢ thereof) when retracting the piston mem-
ber 20. As shown in FIG. 24, the pressure transducer devices
117,118 may be in communication with the controller device
120 (which may comprise, for example, a computer device
configured to be capable of converting the detected hydraulic
pressure P, within the hydraulic actuator 119 when retracting
the piston member 20 into a corresponding pressure P within
the syringe device 1 during a retraction cycle). As shown in
FIG. 2b, the selected negative pressure may be converted
automatically (by the computer device 125 of the controller
device 120, for example) into a corresponding hydraulic pres-
sure threshold 104 such that the controller device 120 may be
capable of providing an indicia of the determined selected
negative pressure to a user (via a user interface 130 (see FIG.
4) and/or providing a signal thereofto the actuator device 110.
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As described further herein, the actuator device 110 may be
responsive to the signal and may be configured to be capable
of ceasing extension of the piston member 20 and/or retrac-
tion of the piston member 20 in the retraction direction 5 in
response to the signal.

As shown in FIG. 4, the injector system 10 may further
comprise a user interface 130 in communication with the
controller device 120. In some embodiments, the user inter-
face 130 may comprise a keypad 133 and/or a display 135
comprising a touch-screen feature configured to receive a
threshold value (including, but not limited to: a threshold
pressure P, a threshold current I value 102 (see FIG. 15), and
a threshold hydraulic pressure P,; value 104 (see FIG. 2b),
corresponding to the selected negative pressure.

Furthermore, in some embodiments, the user interface 130
may comprise a display 135, speaker 131, and/or an indicator
light 132 configured to be capable of producing an indicia of
the determined selected negative pressure comprising a per-
ceptible output transmitted via the user interface 130 such that
a user may be made aware when the pressure P within the
syringe device 1 approaches and/or exceeds the selected
negative pressure. As discussed further herein, the selected
negative pressure may correspond to one or more threshold
values (such as, for example, a current I threshold value 102
(see FIG. 1b) and/or a hydraulic pressure P, threshold value
104 (see FIG. 2b). According to some embodiments, the user
interface 130 may comprise a speaker 131 and the perceptible
output may comprise an audible alarm transmitted via the
speaker 131. Furthermore, in some embodiments, the user
interface 130 may comprise a display 135 and the perceptible
output may comprise a visible indicia 135« transmitted via
the display 135.

Insome injector system 10 embodiments comprising a user
interface 130 having a display 135, the visual indicia 1354
transmitted to the user via the display 135 may comprise a
prompt to clear an obstruction (such as a closed check valve
7, for example) in a conduit in fluid communication with the
dispensing aperture 13 of the syringe device 1. According to
various embodiments, the prompt may include, but is not
limited to: text instructions for clearing the obstruction (such
as, for example, instructions on how to open a closed check
valve 7); a pictogram (including, for example, non-text
instructions for clearing the obstruction distal from the dis-
pensing aperture 12 of the syringe device 1); and/or combi-
nations of such visual indicia 135a. Furthermore, in some
injector system 10 embodiments, the user interface 130 may
comprise an indicator light 132 configured to be capable of
illuminating to provide the visual indicia to the user when the
controller device 120 has detected a pressure P approaching
and/or exceeding the selected negative pressure in the syringe
device 1.

As described generally herein, the controller device 120
may be configured to be capable of determining, via the
detected output (such as current I and/or hydraulic pressure
P, for example), when the pressure P within the syringe
device 1 comprises a selected negative pressure and to pro-
vide a signal thereof to the actuator device 110, in response to
the determined selected negative pressure. According to some
such embodiments, the controller device 120 may be in com-
munication with the actuator device 110 in a feedback loop or
other control arrangement such that the actuator device 110 is
further configured to automatically cease extending the pis-
ton member 20 toward the distal end 12 of the syringe device
and/or cease retracting the piston member 20 toward the
proximal end 14 of the syringe device 1 in response to the
signal provided by the controller device 120. Thus, by enter-
ing a selected negative pressure and/or a threshold 102, 104
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(corresponding to a maximum desired current I or hydraulic
pressure P, for example), a user may select a threshold
pressure P that when detected within the syringe device 1,
may trigger the automatic shutdown of the actuator device
110. Such automatic shutdown features may, in some
embodiments, reduce and/or minimize the generation of
vacuum and/or excessive negative pressure P within the
syringe device 1 when retracting the piston member 1.

FIGS. 4-8 illustrate various method embodiments for
detecting a substantially negative pressure in a syringe device
1 (see, FIG. 1a, for example) comprising a reservoir including
a dispensing distal end 12 defining a dispensing aperture 13
and a proximal end 14 defining a proximal aperture 15. As
described herein with respect to the various injector system
10 embodiments, the syringe device 1 may further comprise a
piston member 20 movably disposed in the reservoir and
configured to be movable between the distal end 12 and the
proximal end 14. The piston member 20 may be in movable
sealing engagement with a reservoir sidewall. As shown gen-
erally in FIG. 5, the method may comprise step 510 for
moving the piston member 20 using an actuator device 110
configured to be selectively operably engaged with the piston
member 20 (viaa movable plunger head 115, for example) for
extending the piston member 20 toward the distal end 12 of
the syringe device 1 and retracting the piston member 20
toward the proximal end 14 of the syringe device 1. Such
method embodiments, may further comprise step 520 for
detecting an output (such as, for example, a current I drawn by
the actuator device 110 when moving the piston member 20 in
the retraction direction 5 and/or a hydraulic pressure P,
detected in the retraction chamber 119¢ of the hydraulic
actuator 119 (shown in FIG. 2a, for example)). As shown
generally in FIGS. 3a and 34, the various outputs may be
associated with a pressure P within the reservoir of the
syringe device 1. Furthermore, various method embodiments
may further comprise step 530 for determining, via the
detected output, when the pressure P comprises a selected
negative pressure (that may be indicative, for example, of the
production of a substantial vacuum within the syringe device
1 (particularly if a distal check valve 7 is closed when moving
the piston member 20 in the retraction direction 5). Some
method embodiments further comprise step 540 for providing
an indicia of the determined selected negative pressure to a
user or a signal thereof to the actuator device 110, as
described further herein.

In some method and/or computer program product
embodiments, step 540 for providing indicia of the deter-
mined selected negative pressure to a user may comprise
providing indicia comprising a perceptible output transmitted
via a user interface 130. As described herein, the user inter-
face 130 may be integrated with and/or in communication
with the controller device 120. Furthermore, the user inter-
face 130 may comprise at least one of a display 135, a speaker
131, and an indicator light 132 for providing an indicia of the
selected negative pressure (as determined, for example, in
step 530) to a user. Thus, in some embodiments, step 540 may
comprise providing a perceptible output comprising an
audible alarm (generated, for example, by a speaker 131). In
some method embodiments, step 540 may comprise provid-
ing a perceptible output comprising a visible indicia 135a,
which may be generated, by various components of a user
interface 130 including, but not limited to: an indicator light
132 and a display 135. For example, in some embodiments,
step 540 further comprises providing a visible indicia 1354
comprising a prompt to clear an obstruction (such as a closed
check valve 7, for example) in a conduit in fluid communica-
tion with the dispensing aperture 13 of the syringe device 1
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(which, as described herein, may serve to at least partially
relieve a vacuum or negative pressure produced within the
syringe device 1 when moving the piston member 20 in the
retraction direction 5). According to such embodiments, the
visual indicia 135a may comprise a prompt that includes, but
is not limited to text instructions and a pictogram instructing
a user on how to clear the obstruction and/or otherwise relieve
the negative pressure within the syringe device 1.

As shown in FIG. 8, some method embodiments may fur-
ther comprise step 810 for receiving a threshold value (that
may include, for example, a threshold current [ value 102 (see
FIG. 15) and/or a threshold hydraulic pressure P,; value 104
(see FIG. 2b) corresponding to a selected negative pressure.
Furthermore, in some embodiments, the threshold value
received in step 810 may comprise a selected negative pres-
sure value that may be converted (in step 610, for example)
into an output value that may be directly comparable to the
output detected in step 520. As discussed herein with respect
to various injector system 10 embodiments, the various actua-
tor device 110 outputs (such as current I and/or hydraulic
pressure P,) may be readily converted into corresponding
pressure P values using known mathematical relationships
such as the substantially linear plots of output values versus
pressure P in the syringe device 1. As discussed herein, vari-
ous injector system 10 embodiments may comprise a user
interface 130 including a keypad 133 (see FIG. 4, for
example) and/or a display 135 (which may comprise a touch-
screen display) such that a user may enter a threshold value
and/or select a predetermined threshold value that may trigger
the provision of an indicia and/or signal as part of step 540.

As shown in FIG. 6, some method embodiments may fur-
ther comprise step 610 for converting the output (such as the
current [ drawn by the actuator device 110 or a hydraulic
pressure P, detected in the retraction chamber 119¢ of the
hydraulic actuator 119, for example) into a pressure value P
(within the syringe device 1, for example) that may be com-
parable to the selected negative pressure. As shown generally
in FIGS. 3a and 35, step 610 may be accomplished by con-
sulting one or more plots of the output versus pressure P in the
syringe device 1. While FIGS. 34 and 34 indicate a generally
linear relationship between current I drawn by the actuator
device 110 or a hydraulic pressure P, detected in the retrac-
tion chamber 119¢ of the hydraulic actuator 119 and the
pressure P within the syringe device 1, it should be under-
stood that other mathematical relationships between the out-
puts (current I and hydraulic pressure P, for example) and
the pressure P within the syringe device 1 may be generated
based on the configuration of the injector system 1 and vari-
ous components thereof. Thus, step 610 may be performed by
a controller device 120 (and/or a computer device 125
thereof) in communication with the actuator device 110 in
order to generate a pressure value P that may be directly
comparable to a pressure threshold value entered by a user,
for example. It should be further understood, that a given
pressure threshold (entered by a user via a user interface 130
as part of step 810 discussed herein, for example) may also be
converted (using linear and/or other mathematical relation-
ships between the outputs I, P, and the pressure P), to a
corresponding current threshold 102 (see FIG. 14, for
example) and/or hydraulic pressure threshold 104 (see FIG.
2b, for example).

As described herein with respect to various injector system
10 embodiments (see FIG. 1a, for example), the actuator
device 110 may comprise an electric motor 111 operably
engaged with a movable plunger head 115 configured to be
selectively operably engaged with the piston member 20 for
extending the piston member 20 toward the distal end 12 and
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retracting the piston member 20 toward the proximal end 14.
According to such embodiments, the output of the actuator
device 110 may comprise an electrical current I drawn by the
actuator device 110 when moving the piston member 20 in the
retraction direction 5. Furthermore, according to such
embodiments, the determining step 530 may further comprise
determining when the pressure P within the syringe device 1
comprises the selected negative pressure based at least in part
on the electrical current I drawn by the actuator device 110
when retracting the piston member 20. In such embodiments,
the converting step 610 may be performed, for example, by
the controller device 120 using a known linear relationship
between the output electrical current I and the pressure P
within the syringe device 1 as shown schematically in FIG.
3a, for example.

Furthermore, in some embodiments, the actuator device
110 may comprise a hydraulic servo system comprising a
hydraulic actuator 119 (in fluid communication with a pump
116 and valve 116a, for example) for extending and/or
retracting the piston member 20 within the syringe device 1.
According to some such embodiments, the output of the
actuator device 110 (as detected by one or more pressure
transducers 117, 118 in fluid communication with the hydrau-
lic actuator 119) may comprise a hydraulic pressure P,, within
the hydraulic actuator 119 (and/or within a retraction cham-
ber 119¢ thereof) when retracting the piston member 20.
According to such embodiments, the determining step 530
may further comprise determining when the pressure P com-
prises the selected negative pressure based at least in part on
the hydraulic pressure P, within the hydraulic actuator 119
(and/or within a retraction chamber 119¢ thereof) when mov-
ing the piston member 20 in the retraction direction 5. In such
embodiments, the converting step 610 may be performed, for
example, by the controller device 120 using a known linear
relationship between the output hydraulic pressure P, (as
detected by one or more pressure transducers 117,118 in fluid
communication with the hydraulic actuator 119) and the pres-
sure P within the syringe device 1 as shown schematically in
FIG. 35, for example.

FIG. 7 shows an additional method embodiment compris-
ing step 710 for ceasing extension of the piston member 20
toward the distal end 12 of the syringe device 1 or ceasing
retraction of the piston member 20 (in the retraction direction
5) toward the proximal end 14 of the syringe device) in
response to the signal provided (by the controller device 120,
for example) to the actuator device 110 in step 540. Thus, as
described herein with respect to various injector system 10
embodiments, the actuator device 110, in step 710 may be
responsive to the signal generated by a controller device 120
as part of step 540 for providing a signal of the determined
selected negative pressure in the syringe device 1. More par-
ticularly, in some method embodiments, the actuator device
110 may be configured to cease movement of the piston
member 20 in the retraction direction 5 in response to the
signal (which may indicate that a potentially hazardous nega-
tive pressure is being produced in the syringe device during a
particular retraction cycle). Thus, step 710 for ceasing retrac-
tion of the piston member 20 may provide a pause in which a
user may respond to one or more of the indicia (provided in
some embodiments by a user interface 130) produced in step
540 that may include prompts to clear an obstruction distal to
the syringe device 1 and/or other indicia prompting a user to
substantially relieve the negative pressure produced within
the syringe device 1 before resuming the retraction cycle.

In addition to providing injection systems 1 and methods,
the embodiments herein also provide computer program
products for performing the operations described above. The
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computer program products have a computer readable stor-
age medium having computer readable program code means
embodied in the medium. With reference to FIGS. 1a, 24, and
4, the computer readable storage medium may be part of the
controller device 120 (and/or a computer device 125 in com-
munication therewith and/or integrated therein) and may
implement the computer readable program code means to
perform the above discussed operations.

In this regard, FIGS. 5-8 are block diagram illustrations of
methods, systems and program products according to the
invention. It will be understood that each block or step of the
block diagram and combinations of blocks in the block dia-
gram can be implemented by computer program instructions.
These computer program instructions may be loaded onto a
computer or other programmable apparatus to produce a
machine, such that the instructions which execute on the
computer or other programmable apparatus create means for
implementing the functions specified in the block diagram,
flowchart or control flow block(s) or step(s). These computer
program instructions may also be stored in a computer-read-
able memory that can direct a computer (such as computer
device 125, for example) or other programmable apparatus to
function in a particular manner, such that the instructions
stored in the computer-readable memory produce an article of
manufacture including instructions which implement the
various steps and/or functions specified in the block diagram,
flowchart or control flow block(s) or step(s). The computer
program instructions may also be loaded onto a computer or
other programmable apparatus to cause a series of operational
steps to be performed on the computer or other programmable
apparatus (for example, the controller 120 and/or an actuator
device 110 in communication therewith) to produce a com-
puter implemented process such that the instructions which
execute on the computer or other programmable apparatus
provide steps for implementing the functions specified in the
block diagram, flowchart or control flow block(s) or step(s).

Accordingly, blocks or steps of the block diagram, flow-
chart or control flow illustrations support combinations of
steps for performing the specified functions and program
instructions for performing the specified functions. It will
also be understood that each block or step of the block dia-
gram, flowchart or control flow illustrations, and combina-
tions of blocks or steps in the block diagram, flowchart or
control flow illustrations, can be implemented by special
purpose hardware-based computer systems which perform
the specified functions or steps, or combinations of special
purpose hardware and computer instructions.

Many modifications and other embodiments of the inven-
tions set forth herein will come to mind to one skilled in the art
to which these inventions pertain having the benefit of the
teachings presented in the foregoing descriptions and the
associated drawings. Therefore, it is to be understood that the
inventions are not to be limited to the specific embodiments
disclosed and that modifications and other embodiments are
intended to be included within the scope of the appended
claims. Although specific terms are employed herein, they are
used in a generic and descriptive sense only and not for
purposes of limitation.

That which is claimed:

1. An injector system adapted to be operably engaged with
a syringe device, the syringe device comprising a reservoir
including a dispensing distal end defining a dispensing aper-
ture and a proximal end defining a proximal aperture, the
syringe device further comprising a piston member movably
disposed in the reservoir and configured to be movable
between the distal end and the proximal end, the piston mem-
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ber being in movable sealing engagement with a reservoir
sidewall, the injector system comprising:
an actuator device comprising an electric motor operably
engaged with a movable plunger head, the actuator
device configured to be selectively operably engaged
with the piston member for extending the piston member
toward the distal end and retracting the piston member
toward the proximal end; and
a controller device in communication with the actuator
device, the controller device being configured to detect
an output generated by the actuator device when retract-
ing the piston member, the output of the actuator device
comprises an electrical current drawn by the actuator
device when retracting the piston member, the output
being associated with a pressure within the reservoir, the
controller device comprising an electrical sensor config-
ured to determine, via the detected output, when the
pressure within the reservoir comprises a selected nega-
tive pressure based at least in part on the electrical cur-
rent drawn by the actuator device when retracting the
piston member, the controller device being configured to
provide a signal thereof to the actuator device, in
response to the selected negative pressure,
wherein the actuator device is further configured to auto-
matically cease retracting the piston member during the
retraction of the piston member toward the proximal end
in response to the signal provided by the controller
device when negative pressure detected within the res-
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ervoir reaches the selected negative pressure during
retraction of the piston member.

2. An injector system according to claim 1, wherein the
controller device is further configured to convert the output
into a pressure value comparable to the selected negative
pressure.

3. An injector system according to claim 1, further com-
prising a user interface in communication with the controller
device, wherein the controller device is configured to provide
an indicia of the selected negative pressure, and wherein the
indicia comprises a perceptible output transmitted via the
user interface.

4. An injector system according to claim 3, wherein the
user interface comprises a speaker and the perceptible output
comprises an audible alarm.

5. An injector system according to claim 3, wherein the
user interface comprises a display and the perceptible output
comprises a visible indicia.

6. An injector system according to claim 5, wherein the
visible indicia comprises a prompt to clear an obstruction in a
conduit in fluid communication with the dispensing aperture.

7. An injector system according to claim 6, wherein the
prompt comprises text instructions.

8. An injector system according to claim 6, wherein the
prompt comprises a pictogram.

9. An injector system according to claim 1, further com-
prising a user interface configured to receive a threshold value
corresponding to the selected negative pressure.
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